                          

Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #16
                     *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Barbara Lauver; *Janette Leitzel, (Home); Janeal Yerger, (Nicole Shoop’s daughter); Barbara Lauver, (will be having surgery); Dennis Leitzel, (Hosp.); Arletta Thomas; Gary Fetterhoff; Sue Maichle; Donna Motter; Hannah Gonder, (Leon/Diane Shaffer’s granddaughter); Kayla Gonder; Dennis Croutharmel; Marissa Faust; Aaron Herb; Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Barbara Lauver; Carol Cooper; Hope Byerly; Jane Baker; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sophia, Ben & Sarah Heinbaugh; Carole Fetterhoff, Randy Pomeroy, (Brother of Carol/Gary Miller’s Son-in-law); Lori Graeff;  Kelly Richter; Deanna McNair; Glen Hale; Kelly Shutt; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Seth D; Jacob Castellani; Stan/Loretta Brown; Cammie/Raymond Enders; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Katy Campbell; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Jim Zeigler; Janelle Miller; Ellen Snyder; Ben Rissinger; James Eisenhard; Janet Flowers; Ruth Boyer; Kelly Malave; Henry Hassinger; Phyllis McCleaf; Sue Miller; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Earl Zartman; Jerry Valentine
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Lamar Ressler 
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
                                     [image: image1.emf]


                                APRIL 24, 2022
     Second Sunday of Easter 
Pastor Ron Reitz - Guest Speaker 
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
        3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

   Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
      Valleys new email!  valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Pastor Ron Reitz, Guest Speaker
David Novinger, Liturgist

Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell
Video Technician, Seth Guertin
April 24, 2022 - Worship, 10:15AM
Second Sunday of Easter
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration            unless otherwise noted.
   Prelude    
Announcements, Call to Worship, Invocation    Diane Shaffer                                  
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                                    
L:   Sometimes the news we receive is so good we have a hard time believing it.

P:  That's true. Too often we are skeptical about positive happenings.
L:  We're like Jesus' disciple, Thomas, who doubted the resurrection.

P:  Actually we understand how he felt. It is hard to believe.
L:  That's just where faith comes in - believing where we have not seen.

P:  May God open our hearts and our spirits to receive with confidence the good news of Easter.

 
Invocation                                                  
Generous God, we thank you for your presence with us in all our lives. As we gather this morning we are reminded of the many times we have doubted and feared. Today banish our fears with the memory of the resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ. Remind us again that through all our troubles, doubts, and fears, your power, mercy and love are with us. Amen.

Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
N. Test.: Acts 9:19-27                     (See Insert)  Leon Shaffer
Psalm: Psalm 150:1-6  (Responsively)   (See Insert)  Liturgist
Hymn -            “Because He Lives”             Page 213
* Gospel: John 20:19-32                 (See Insert)   Bridget Campbell                                               
Sermon:                “Be An Encourager”       Pastor Ron Reitz
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Hymn -                “Thine Is the Glory”               Page 227 
Benediction
                                               
Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”      Liturgist
Response: “And also with you.”                      Congregation



Post-Service Music 
Worship Service: We welcome you today April 24th the Second Sunday of Easter! Masks are no longer required but strongly encouraged. Social distancing is not required but please do so if you feel more comfortable. Hand sanitizer and masks are available if you are at all concerned about safety. We also encourage you to use your best judgment if you are at all sick to remain home until you are better. Thank you. Please put your offering in the basket. Weekly envelopes/ monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
WE WELCOME AND THANK PASTOR RON REITZ for worshipping with us as our Guest Speaker today April 24th! Pastor Reitz will also be our Guest Speaker next Sun. May 1.
OUR BEAUTIFUL ALTAR FLOWERS are presented to the glory of God and in honor of April birthdays and Anniversaries.

PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
Attendance: 
In-person worship for Apr. 17 was 63. 
Face book views for Apr. 17 as of Apr. 27 were 49.

Face book views for Apr. 17 as of Apr. 27 were 49.
CHURCH CALENDAR
Apr. 24 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
               10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online -

              Pastor Ron Reitz is Guest Speaker
May  1 - 9:00AM - Sunday School
               10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online - Holy Communion - Pastor Ron Reitz
              3:00PM - Concert and Celebration of Life Service for June Wiest

May   2 - 7:00PM - Elders Meeting

May   3 - 7:00PM - Deacons Meeting

May   8 - Mother’s Day -
                9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
               10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online -

             Rev. Howard Burgoyne is Guest Speaker
LIFELINE BABY BOTTLE CAMPAIGN began April 10th thru May 15th.  See Marie Herb if you have questions.
A Concert and Celebration of Life Service for June Wiest will be held on Sunday May 1 at 3:00PM at Valleys E.C.C. Autumn and Canyon, sister and brother duo are the Buffalo Mountain Bluegrass Band. Please join us as we celebrate June with music, memories and love.    

SUNDAY MAY 8th: Rev. Howard Burgoyne, East Coast Conference Superintendent of ECC, will be the special speaker during worship service.   
LAY READERS: Apr. 24 - Leon Shaffer, Bridget Campbell; May 1 - Marie Herb, Ed Dobbin; May 8 Mother’s Day - Sue Faust, Dave Novinger. If you cannot read scripture on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS: Apr. 24 - Bob Endy; May 1 - Donna Novinger; May 8 Mother’s Day - Dave Novinger. If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform Dave Novinger or the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.
ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers has increased to $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services. 
1st SCRIPTURE READING-N. Testament - Acts 9:19-27 (NLT)
19 Afterward he ate some food and regained his strength.
Saul stayed with the believers in Damascus for a few days. 20 And immediately he began preaching about Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is indeed the Son of God!” 21 All who heard him were amazed. “Isn’t this the same man who caused such devastation among Jesus’ followers in Jerusalem?” they asked. “And didn’t he come here to arrest them and take them in chains to the leading priests?” 22 Saul’s preaching became more and more powerful, and the Jews in Damascus couldn’t refute his proofs that Jesus was indeed the Messiah. 23 After a while some of the Jews plotted together to kill him. 24 They were watching for him day and night at the city gate so they could murder him, but Saul was told about their plot. 25 So during the night, some of the other believers lowered him in a large basket through an opening in the city wall. 26 When Saul arrived in Jerusalem, he tried to meet with the believers, but they were all afraid of him. They did not believe he had truly become a believer! 27 Then Barnabas brought him to the apostles and told them how Saul had seen the Lord on the way to Damascus and how the Lord had spoken to Saul. He also told them that Saul had preached boldly in the name of Jesus in Damascus.
2nd Reading - Psalm 150:1-6 (Responsive) (NLT)
1 Praise the Lord! Praise God in his sanctuary;
    praise him in his mighty heaven!
2 Praise him for his mighty works;
    praise his unequaled greatness!
3 Praise him with a blast of the ram’s horn;
    praise him with the lyre and harp!
4 Praise him with the tambourine and dancing;
    praise him with strings and flutes!
5 Praise him with a clash of cymbals;
    praise him with loud clanging cymbals.
6 Let everything that breathes sing praises to the Lord!
Praise the Lord!
3rd Reading - Gospel - John 20:19-31 (NLT)
19 That Sunday evening the disciples were meeting behind locked doors because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders. Suddenly, Jesus was standing there among them! “Peace be with you,” he said. 20 As he spoke, he showed them the wounds in his hands and his side. They were filled with joy when they saw the Lord!

21 Again he said, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I am sending you.” 22 Then he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone’s sins, they are forgiven. If you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 24 One of the twelve disciples, Thomas (nicknamed the Twin), was not with the others when Jesus came. 25 They told him, “We have seen the Lord!” But he replied, “I won’t believe it unless I see the nail wounds in his hands, put my fingers into them, and place my hand into the wound in his side.” 26 Eight days later the disciples were together again, and this time Thomas was with them. The doors were locked; but suddenly, as before, Jesus was standing among them. “Peace be with you,” he said. 27 Then he said to Thomas,

“Put your finger here, and look at my hands. Put your hand into the wound in my side. Don’t be faithless any longer. Believe!” 28 “My Lord and my God!” Thomas exclaimed.29 Then Jesus told him, “You believe because you have seen me. Blessed are those who believe without seeing me.” 30 The disciples saw Jesus do many other miraculous signs in addition to the ones recorded in this book. 31 But these are written so that you may continue to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing in him you will have life by the power of his name.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.

MISSION OFFERING donations (January thru April) go to “Community Meals” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)

VALLEYS ONLINE CHURCH SURVEY:  Thank you to everyone who took time to do the PH Survey! The results are available.

ZUMBA meets Mondays 6:00-7:00PM.  

Hymn: “Because He Lives” (Page 213 in Red hymnal)                                  Gloria Gaither | William J. Gaither      

 RESURRECTION (Used by permission of Gaither Music Company)
CCLI Song # 16880 CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1

God sent His Son they called Him Jesus
He came to love heal and forgive
He bled and died to buy my pardon
An empty grave is there to prove
My Savior lives                     (Chorus)
Chorus

Because He lives I can face tomorrow
Because He lives all fear is gone
Because I know He holds the future
And life is worth the living
Just because He lives

Verse 2

How sweet to hold a newborn baby
And feel the pride and joy he gives
But greater still the calm assurance
This child can face uncertain days
Because Christ lives              (Chorus)
Verse 3

And then one day I'll cross the river
I'll fight life's final war with pain
And then as death gives way to victory
I'll see the lights of glory 

and I’ll know He lives           (Chorus)
Link for hymn: “Because He Lives”  (Page 213):   
https://youtu.be/Hvh3dEOnQwk?t=1 
https://youtu.be/dpp-cVEHeZg?t=4  (click on show more below video for words)

GIRL SCOUTS: Trp. 10728 meets 2nd & 4th Sun. 5:30-7PM; Trp.11300 meets 1 & 3 Mon.; Trp. 10740 meets 2nd & 4th Tues. 5:45-8PM; Trp. 11301 meets 2nd Thurs. 6-7:30PM; Trp. 11570 meets every other Friday 6-7:30PM. G. S. Leaders meet 1st Mon. of the month.

History of Hymn: “Because He Lives”  (Pg. 213)
       Because He Lives" is one of the most famous hymns written by wedded songwriters Bill and Gloria Gaither. Its lyrics praise the sacrifice and salvation found in Jesus Christ through faith. Gloria Gaither, born March 4th, 1942, is a Christian songwriter, author, speaker, editor, and academic. William James Gaither, born March 28th, 1936, is an American singer and songwriter of Southern gospel and contemporary Christian music. He has written numerous popular Christian songs with his wife Gloria; he is also known for performing as part of the Bill Gaither Trio and the Gaither Vocal Band (GVB). They have written many songs classics “He Touched Me,” “There’s Something About That Name” and countless others, To date, they have written more than 700 songs, produced 60 recordings and several musicals. Both are authors or co-authors of several books.
 In 1969, while expecting their third child, the Gaithers were going through a rather traumatic time in their lives. Bill was recovering from a bout with mononucleosis. It was a special period of anxiety and mental anguish for Gloria. The thought of bringing another child into this world, with all of the “craziness,” was taking its toll on her.

  On New Year’s Eve, she was sitting in their living room, in agony and fear. The educational system was being infiltrated with the God is dead idea, while drug abuse and racial tensions were increasing. Then one night . . .  “after a simple prayer by one of Bill’s close friends—a prayer that commanded the devil to back off—both Bill and Gloria recall that the strength of the Holy Spirit seemed to come to their aid. Then suddenly, and quite unexpectedly, she was filled with a gentle, calming peace. It was as if her heavenly Father, like an attentive mother bending over her baby, saw his child and came to her rescue. The panic gave way to calmness and an assurance that only the Lord can impart. She was assured that the future would be just fine, left in God’s hands.

       In July 1970 shortly after their healthy baby Benjamin was born, both Bill and Gloria remembered that the power of the blessed Holy Spirit had seemed to come to their aid. Christ’s resurrection, in all of its power and affirmation in their lives, revitalized their thinking. To Gloria, it was life conquering death in their daily activities. Joy once again dominated the fearful circumstances of the day.

Those events gave rise to one of the most famous Christian songs of our time, “Because He Lives.” In this song, which begins, “God sent His son, they called Him Jesus,” we are reminded that Christ came to this earth. And the purpose for His coming was that we might be able to face tomorrow, with all of the uncertainty that it brings. She also reminds us that God holds the future right in his hands and makes life worth living for all who trust in him.

“… because I live, ye shall live also.” — John 14:19

Hymn: “Thine Is the Glory” (Pg 227 in Red hymnal)

Edmond Louis Budry | George Frederic Handel | Richard Birch Hoyle MACCABEUS     Public Domain

CCLI Song # 21837 CCLI License # 2572107

Verse 1 Thine be the glory
Risen conquering Son
Endless is the victory
Thou o'er death hast won
Angels in bright raiment
Rolled the stone away
Kept the folded grave clothes
Where Thy body lay
Chorus Thine be the glory
Risen conquering Son
Endless is the victory
Thou o'er death hast won
Verse 2  Lo Jesus meets us
Risen from the tomb
Lovingly He greets us
Scatters fear and gloom
Let the church with gladness
Hymns of triumph sing
For her Lord now liveth
Death hath lost its sting
Verse 3  No more we doubt Thee
Glorious Prince of life
Life is naught without Thee
Aid us in our strife
Make us more than conqu’rors
Through Thy deathless love
Bring us safe through Jordan
With Thy power and love.

Link for hymn: “Thine Is the Glory”  (Page 227):   
  https://youtu.be/AG3OZoSXmt0?t=2 
https://youtu.be/GaoV5w2Qfag?t=2 
History of Hymn: “Thine Is the Glory”- (Pg. 227)
      Among these are the hymns Jesus Christ Is Risen Today, and Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds, but one of the most triumphant hymns of Easter was gifted to us by a theologian and pastor, born in Vevey, (near Lausanne) Switzerland named Edmond Louis Budry, (1854-1932). Budry was ordained in the Free Church of Switzerland and was fluent in many languages using this ability to translate hymns from German, English, and Latin into French. In 1884, he wrote Thine Is the Glory, (À toi la gloire, O Ressuscité!) a hymn that came from his own heart.

       The English text that we sing today was translated in 1923 from French to English by Pastor Richard Birch Hoyle (1875-1939), a Baptist minister from Lancashire, England. In 1885, Thine Is the Glory appeared in Evangelical Songs (Cantique Evangelique), and later, the hymn appeared in the World Student Christian Federation’s song book, Cantate Domino in 1924, giving it greater exposure in parts of Europe and spreading in the United States to become a favorite hymn for Easter a generation later!

      It was thought that Edmond Budry wrote this hymn in response to the death of his wife. Their faith assured them that her death was not the end – and that there was a final victory because of the resurrection of Christ Jesus. His inspiration in writing his text, according to English hymnologist J. Richard Watson, was based on the story of Christ’s resurrection as found in the Gospels as well as the Apostle Paul’s writings from I Corinthians chapter 15. Budry’s embrace of the phrase ‘endless is the victory thou o’er death has won’ comes from I Corinthians 15:57 where Paul says, “But thanks be to God who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Budry’s hymn also refers to I Corinthians 15:54-55 “Then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, death is swallowed up in victory. O death where is your sting? O grave where is your victory?”  The first two verses reminded Budry that on that first Easter day, Mary, Peter and John were in utter despair and grief at the loss of their Lord following his crucifixion but as the hours of that day passed their encounters with an empty tomb, folded grave- clothes and the risen Jesus took them from the sting of death to one of joy which was filled with a new found confidence, hope and faith for a future that would be spent with their risen Lord.

Budry believed and preached that our risen Savior transforms lives, just like he did to the disciples that first Easter morning, and even a little later in his encounter with a doubting, skeptical disciple like Thomas who wanted incontrovertible proof that Jesus really was risen from the dead. Thomas got his proof when Jesus told him to stop doubting and believe.   After seeing the scars in the hands and feet of the risen Jesus

     History of Hymn: “Thine Is the Glory”- (Pg. 227) (Continued)
     Thomas cried in recognition, my Lord, and my God! (John 20: 24-29)
      Budry’s mentioning of the Jordan River in the final verse of his hymn as a crossing place to the promised land also reminds us of the Israelites in the wilderness who would eventually cross over Jordan into safe Canaan, and we too one day will cross into the promised land because of our risen, conquering Lord because of the victory that Jesus won for us!  “The message of this hymn is all about Jesus having broken down the barriers of sin that separate us from God, thereby enabling us to pass over the spiritual Jordan into the promised land of heaven.” (Geoffrey Foote)

The tune to which we sing Thine is the Glory to was adapted from a triumphant processional song written by the great composer George Fredrick Handel (1685-1759), originally found in his Oratorio, JOSHUA, but later used in his Oratorio, JUDAS MACCABEUS, especially in the chorus, “See the Conquering Hero Comes!” Handel’s tune ‘MACCABBEUS’ brings vitality to the triumphant nature of Budry’s hymn, Thine Is the Glory! As Budry wrote his hymn lyrics he most likely had already embraced Handel’s tune to be the musical vehicle to convey his powerful hymn text because it perfectly celebrates the story of the Resurrection, verse by verse, reminding us that Jesus has won an endless victory for you and for me!

So perhaps, the very heart of this glorious Easter hymn is the simple but always powerful refrain: ‘Thine is the glory, risen, conquering Son; endless is thy victory thou o’er death has won!’ It is because of our risen Savior who conquered death, hell and sin that we can sing hymns of Easter triumph and hymns of Easter joy because of his deathless, eternal love. Hallelujah!

The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                                           Email: valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
Weekly Devotional #16          April 24, 2022      “Be An Encourager”

                                                Second Sunday of Easter

This week’s devotional and prayer were written by Marie Herb.  Pastor Ron Reitz is Guest Speaker at Valleys this Sunday.

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call to Worship:                                     

L:  Sometimes the news we receive is so good we have a hard time believing it.
P:  That’s true. Too often we are skeptical about positive happenings.
L:  We’re like Jesus’ disciple, Thomas, who doubted the resurrection.
P:  Actually we understand how he felt. It is hard to believe.
L:  That’s just where faith comes in - believing where we have not seen.
P:  May God open our hearts and our spirits to receive with confidence the Good News of Easter.
Invocation

O God of all our days, we come this morning with eager anticipation. We seek to know you, to see you, to touch you. Open our hearts, that we might experience you anew. Open our lives that we may be faithful witnesses to your resurrection. May we with shouts of joy, proclaim your steadfast, liberating love to all people, everywhere. Amen. 

Readings: *indicates sermon text

New Testament: Acts 9:19-27

Responsive: Psalm 150:1-6

*Gospel: John 20:19-31

Meditation:

Have you ever heard something that seemed too good to be true? Catchy marketing or advertising slogans often lead people to amazing expectations for a product or service, only to be let down when the product's capabilities do not reach the expected outcome. After a few experiences like this people tend to be skeptical, or become jaded and cynical about everything, being afraid to hope that something could live up to the fantastic claims.

Imagine how it felt to be the disciples after Jesus' crucifixion. They are in shock at what has happened to Jesus, tormented by the thoughts of His painful torture and death, and shame at their own abandonment of Jesus during His darkest hours. The disciples' expectations of Jesus coming as their Messiah to set things right and lead them out from under the rule of foreign oppression were dashed as suddenly as ashes extinguishing a flame. Never mind that they had witnessed Jesus heal lepers, give sight to the blind, feed multitudes with impossible means, and raise several people from the dead; their leader was gone and they were afraid of what would become of themselves. They did not know how to go on. Fear can immobilize people, make us afraid to trust and hope when all seems lost. This must be what the disciples were experiencing in that moment, and they probably wondered how they had left family and occupation for three years to follow Jesus and have their hopes end this way. 

But just when they think there is no way to move forward, they hear Mary's amazing claim, "I have seen the Lord!" They're afraid to accept her statement, assuming she is in a fragile mental state. Peter and John had seen the empty tomb but still didn't understand what Jesus had been telling His disciples in the weeks leading up to His death. And then, as they are gathered together in grief and with locked doors for fear of what may happen next, Jesus is standing in their presence saying, "Peace be with you!"  The disciples fear instantly turns to joy.  Can you imagine their elation at seeing Jesus alive among them?  And yet Thomas is not with the other disciples when Jesus appears to them, so when he hears about their interaction with Jesus it just seems too fantastic, too good to be true.  Thomas basically tells them, "I'll believe it when I see it," insisting he needs to see and feel the proof of where the nails had been in Jesus' hands and the wound in His side. It's not just Thomas who needs to deal with doubt - we also struggle with doubt during times of discouragement, when it seems like all has failed, but we serve a God who is bigger than all our fears, doubts, discouragements, and sins. The God who meets us where we are!

Later, Jesus again shows up among them saying, "Peace be with you," only this time Thomas is there and Jesus tells him, "Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe!"  To which Thomas replies, "My Lord and My God!" Jesus then tells him, "Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed."

During the first time Jesus appeared to them, not only did He greet them with His peace, but He also gave them instruction, "As the Father has sent me, I am sending you." The disciples’ mission was just beginning; they would go out to preach the good news of Jesus to the world, to "those who have not seen and yet have believed."

In Acts chapter 9, we find someone who seems to be the least likely person to spread the gospel, one who previously approved the capture and death to followers of Christ, and yet Saul's life-changing encounter with Jesus would open opportunity to share Jesus as the Son of God to Jews and Gentiles throughout the world. This was both astonishing and baffling to everyone who heard Saul preach about Jesus. Wasn't Saul the man who was after anyone who even spoke the name of Jesus, and now here he was preaching Him as the Son of God?  Even the disciples were afraid of Saul, probably assuming this to be some sort of trap. Fear and double can have a way of crippling us into inaction, but Jesus reminds us, "Peace be with you!"  He is our peace and promises to be with us always. This is great encouragement for us!  Barnabas realized Saul was a new creation in Christ Jesus, and took him to the disciples, encouraging them that what seemed unbelievable is true: Saul is now a follower of Christ just as they are and is boldly proclaiming Jesus as Lord to everyone. 

Barnabas took the role God gave him as an encourager, reminding the disciples they (and we) are being sent into the world for this purpose. The word 'encourage' means: to inspire with courage, spirit, or confidence; to stimulate by approval; to promote or advance.  We are not using an ability that is our own, rather the gift given through the Holy Spirit.  Jesus tells us in John 14:25-27, "All this I have spoken while still with you. But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid."

As we travel on our journey of faith, may we take the time to encourage each other, to build God's kingdom through the peace of Jesus Christ. 

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

Heavenly Father, we praise You for Your infinite goodness. Your love is boundless and seeks the hearts of every person, calling each one into relationship with You. Father we thank You for the grace and mercy You've give us through Jesus' sacrificial death and His resurrection glory. Lord, forgive us when we have been quick to doubt and fear what we cannot see or do not understand. Father, remind us through the presence of the Holy Spirit the peace that surpasses understanding, and that Your perfect love casts out fear. Guide us to boldly live our lives in a way to make more disciples throughout the earth, building Your kingdom for Your glory.  We praise You, for You are worthy of all honor, glory, and praise. Let everything that has breath praise the Lord!  Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to His power that is at work within us, to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever!  

 (Silent Prayer for friends and loved ones, and community and world concerns)

(The Lord’s Prayer) Amen.
Benediction: 
Jesus Christ, our Savior is alive! The grave could not hold him. Go into the world with joy. Tell the world of God’s love. Go into the world with assurance, hope and promise: the grace of the Word of life rest upon you; the love of the Source of life embrace you; and the transforming power of the Breath of life help, strengthen and surprise you, this day and all your days. Amen.
